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“In my mind, the issues that we are facing in the environment and education are inextricably 

linked. I believe that this convening can lead to creative ideas and bold solutions, and leaders 

like you are key to creating them.” - ROBERT REDFORD  

 

Overview  

The purpose of the Climate Education and Opportunities Collective Impact Summit is to help 

cities and counties reach the net zero emissions by 2050 needed to achieve the Paris 

Agreement’s aspiration for a 1.5 degree world. With effective climate change education, civic 

engagement, and workforce development, communities can reach their climate goals. The 

Summit will support municipal leaders for the coming decades by connecting them with national 

climate change education professionals who can help them seize the opportunities of a 

post-carbon and climate resilient future. 

Among the many issues to discuss are the ways in which effective climate change education, 

engagement, and workforce development can support community climate actions; 

● Few issues facing our society are more urgent than reducing our vulnerability to climate 

impacts and preparing for the staggering transitions to a low-carbon economy.  

● Making the case for climate action is one of the leading challenges that cities face in 

undertaking ambitious urban climate action.  1

● Our city and state schools, higher education, and free choice learning institutions can 

become better prepared or focused on this critical issue. 

1  C40 Benefits of Climate Action: Piloting A Global Approach To Measurement, 

http://www.c40.org/researches/measuring-benefits 

 



 

● Extensive federal climate change education and related philanthropic investments can 

support state and local climate actions.  23

● Through the activation of American communities’ extensive education systems, we have 

the opportunity to showcase the adaptability of our cities, embrace a low-carbon future, 

and inspire our future leaders to create a healthy and prosperous America. 

Context  

The issues discussed at this Summit are not raised in isolation, but in the context of social 

realities, including limited funds, political interests, and competing values of educational 

investments. Cities, county councils, and states are now leading the American response to a 

changing climate, incubating social innovation and generating new experiments so that they can 

prevail in the face of unprecedented change. To support these ambitious climate change goals 

over the coming decades, investments in both making the case for climate action and creating 

inspirational and pedagogically sound climate education learning opportunities are a moral 

imperative and a great investment in our future.  

 Approach 

The environment in Sundance creates an atmosphere that fosters dialogue, questioning, and 

learning for all participants. This is not a program where participants sit and listen to 

presentations. It is designed to engage everyone at the table, leading to a fuller understanding of 

the issues at hand. Each attendee is challenged in a personal and professional way to explore 

how he/she can play a leadership role in shaping our post-carbon and climate resilient future. 

 

 

 

 
 

2  Tri-Agency Climate Education (TrACE) Collaborative, 

https://www.climate.gov/teaching/tri-agency-climate-education-trace-collaborative 

3  CLEAN Network partners, https://cleanet.org/clean/community/partners.html 

 



 

EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS PRE- SUMMIT MEETING  
Tuesday, September 5 

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Education Professionals Arrive, Check-in, and Welcome - Redford Center 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Education Professionals Dinner  

Wednesday, September 6 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Breakfast - Redford Center  

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Welcome and Introduction of Facilitation Team 

● Summit Goal(s), vision, desired outcomes, and process 

● Education Goals  

● Process for the day, review of ground rules, housekeeping, etc. 

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Education Plenary - Setting the Tone 

● Video  

● First-hand accounts of education initiatives making a municipal 

impact 

10:30 AM  - 12:30 PM Education Breakout Groups  

● Why are We Here? Getting on the same page to support cities and 

states (USD: Climate Education Partners (CEP) Key Influentials 

Interview report) 

● How can the education community support solutions to city and 

state challenges?  

● Coordination: How can we create synergy between education 

initiatives? 

● Social Realities: What strategies address the challenges in scaling 

effective practice, including limited funds, politics, and social return 

from educational investments? 

● Community Building: How do we work together going forward? 

 



 

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Lunch 

1:30 PM - 4:00 PM Knowledge Transfer: Education professionals prepare for the full Summit 

4:00 PM Pre-Summit Meeting  Adjourns 

____________________________________________ 

FULL SUMMIT  
4:00 PM - 5:45 PM     Summit Registration and Check-in 

5:45PM - 8:30PM  Welcome Reception and Dinner - Rehearsal Hall  

5:45 PM - 6:45 PM Reception 

6:45 PM - 8:00 PM Welcome to the Redford Center 

Developing Our Shared Vision 

Dinner with Keynote Presentation  

8:00 PM - 8:30 PM Paired Discussion: Stories from your work that inspire you 

Closing Remarks 

8:30 PM - 9:30 PM Optional Session  

Thursday, September 7  

7:45 AM - 8:30 AM  Breakfast - Redford Center 

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM Session I: Climate Education Partners sets the Frame 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM  Session II: Climate Change and Key Influentials in Our Communities  

Plenary Panel followed by round table discussions 

● What do we know about regional leads (foundations of 

CEP)?  

● Building on what’s working - what actions do we need in 

our communities now?  

 

https://www.sandiego.edu/climate/


 

● How do we define climate action success for our 

community? 

10:00 AM - 12:20 PM  Session III:  3 Rotating, 40 Minute Sessions 

10:10 AM -10:40 AM Round One 

Theme 1 - Active Civic Engagement Model and Active Learners 

Theme 2 - Education Supporting Economic Prosperity in the 

Changing Climate 

Theme 3 - Successful Multi-Sector Coalitions 

10:50 AM - 11:10 AM  Break 

11:10 AM - 11:50 AM Round Two 

Theme 1 - Active Civic Engagement Model and Active Learners 

Theme 2 –Education Supporting Economic Prosperity in the 

Changing Climate 

Theme 3 –Successful Multi-Sector Coalitions 

11:50  AM – 12:30 PM Round Three 

Theme 1 - Active Civic Engagement Model and Active Learners 

Theme 2 –Education Supporting Economic Prosperity in the 

Changing Climate 

Theme 3 –Successful Multi-Sector Coalitions 

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Lunch - Redford Center 

Lunch Keynote (TBC)  

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM  Session IV: Building the New Economy  

Building an equitable post-carbon future and how education, civic 

engagement, and workforce development will shape that future 

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM  Break 

 



 

3:30 PM - 5:30 PM  Session V: Individual City Workshops: Customized  

Action Planning   

5:30PM - 6:30PM Reflection and Break 

6:30PM - 8:30PM  Reception and Dinner - Rehearsal Hall 

Committing to Collaborate 

8:30 PM - 10:00 PM  Optional Session  

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 8 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Breakfast - Rehearsal Hall 

9:00 AM -11:00 AM Session VI: Sustaining Climate Action through Education  

Education, civic engagement, and workforce development commitment 

presentations.The value of cross-country synergy.  

11:00AM Program Concludes 

  Lunch on your own and departures. 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

This Summit is primarily supported by the National Science Foundation funded Climate Change 

Education Partnership (CCEP) Alliance, Climate Education Partners- University of San Diego, the 

National Wildlife Federation, New Knowledge Organization Ltd, and the Redford Center in 

coordination with the Tri-Agency Climate Change Education Collaborative and the Climate 

Literacy and Energy Awareness Network (CLEAN). We are joined by colleagues from across the 

nation’s climate education community who have synthesized a decade of federal agency and 

philanthropic literacy initiatives to support the Summit’s outcomes. 
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